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Synopsis

Summary

David Arnold and Andrew Sloan are two high school nerdy-outcasts, your typical losers. They got no game and more importantly, no dates for prom. Just when they are feeling incessantly desperate the boys stumble upon a car full of cash and opt to keep it believing it’s the answer to their dilemma; who says money can’t buy happiness?! Overnight David and Andrew become “too cool for school” when the new cars, clothes and “Fierce” lifestyle shoot them to top-popularity status, especially with the babes. But alas, their timely fortune is too good to be true as the mafia wants their money back and they’re not playing around. The boys now have cops, crooks and mobsters on their tail, all who won’t stop at anything until they get their hands on the cash. All this for prom dates!  

Expanded Summary       

David Arnold and Andrew Sloan-two high school losers who’ve had no luck in life and even worse luck with women. With prom only a week away and absolutely no dates or prospects David and Andrew begin to panic. They are tired of being ridiculed and taunted by everyone in school- never getting the girl, having their lunch money stolen, being pushed and knocked over in the hallways – just once they want to be the cool guys with the hot dates and they want to do it for the most important event of the year, The Prom.

Figuring that the only way to score hot babes is to abolish their long held loser-reputations, David and Andrew set out to become all the rage. However, the only way to become popular at their school is to be friends with the jocks and of course the jocks want nothing at all to do with David and Andrew. To add insult to injury, Jeff, the “jock-leader” is throwing an “in-crowd” party and has made it crystal clear that David and Andrew are not invited, but the boy’s don’t let that stop them.

On the night of Jeff’s party, Andrew goes to pick David up at his part-time bakery job and finds him preoccupied with a girlie magazine in a corner, a typical scenario. On his way in, Andrew notices two sketchy looking characters leaving the store and becomes concerned, especially given David’s preoccupied state. After making sure the safe in the back of the shop was untouched the boys turn their energies back to crashing the party. What a mistake! 

The boy’s fatal attempt to enter the party apparently wasn’t humiliating enough for David. Determined to see the object of his desire, Liz, whom also happens to be Jeff’s girlfriend, David convinces Andrew to give it one more shot and they attempt to sneak into the party through the back door. But Jeff catches them and showing no mercy punches Andrew in the stomach. The boys decide to call it a night and drive home in silence, feeling depressed and rejected as usual. Just as Andrew is about to get out of the car, David notices a bag in the back seat. Inside they find more cash than either of them have ever seen in their lives. After briefly entertaining the idea that the money could be stolen they decide to keep it, thinking it is the answer to their prayers. 

The next day at school the boy’s have arrived! Their slick new car, designer suits and bodyguard (to protect them from the bullies) get everyone’s attention. Who says money can’t buy happiness; all of a sudden the hot girls want them and the jocks want to be them. Jeff even invites the boy’s to his party that night.

David and Andrew are living it up as the new school studs! They go on a beer run for the party figuring that no store-clerk is going to turn down an I.D. wrapped in a hundred dollar bill. Life is great! But not for long. Their luck runs out in a flash when they overhear a news bulletin stating that the bakery has been robbed, and the chief suspect is David Arnold.

The two go to David’s house only to find that it has been broken into and completely trashed. They’re too terrified to tell their parents or the police so they come up with a plan to catch the thieves by setting them up at school. The next day everything seems to be going according to plan; a couple of Mafia guys come to the school to pick up the money and David tips off the cops. But suddenly their plan turns disastrous when the cops that show up on the scene turn out to be in cahoots with the Mafia. Now the Mafia wants the rest of their money, and the police still want David. The boys have to develop a new plan to catch the thieves and clear their names…one that will work this time! And all they ever wanted was to go to the prom!
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About The Production

The Idea

“High School Ripped Me A New One” is the creative work of Cameron Washington, a young San Francisco independent filmmaker. Cameron’s goal in making the film was simple-to make people laugh. “Hearing and seeing people laughing is one of the most amazing things in the world so I wanted to make a really funny movie that didn’t take itself too seriously.” The high school theme was a natural for Washington, having just graduated himself shortly before writing the screenplay. His personal high school experiences lent to a fresh, clear vision of how the story line would play out. “I thought that two complete losers who showed up to high school one day filthy rich would be a great situation with so much room for comedy.” Washington goes on to explain, “Comedies are so often over looked and under-appreciated, especially on the Indie scene so I wanted to make a movie that would make the audience laugh so hard they couldn’t stop.”
The Film

Having a fantastic idea for a movie is one thing; actually making it happen is a completely different challenge. Washington originally wrote the screenplay in 1998 while hanging out in Los Angeles. Through the encouragement of friends who fell in love with the story and also happened to be San Francisco actors, Washington shot about 15 scenes from the script during the summer of 1999 in San Francisco. “I seriously got my ass handed to me on the shoot.” he laughs. “It was really a crash course in filmmaking.” After editing the scenes into a trailer Washington instantly saw ways to improve the screenplay. “Right away I was able to see which jokes worked, which didn’t, different characters the film needed and what should just be tossed out.” But Washington wasn’t discouraged; quite the opposite, he had a taste of filmmaking and was hooked. “I was obsessed!”

The next year after completely re-writing the script, Washington began preparing to start over and shoot his first feature length film in San Francisco. Knowing that it was going to have to be a self-funded project, Washington prepared for the tough financial challenges of moviemaking. He explains, “I got as many jobs as possible; an office job in the day, served tables at a couple restaurants at night, played trumpet gigs, and got as many loans and credit cards as the bank would permit.” Washington also relied on close friends and family. “I borrowed so much money from friends during production that after a while they would just put it on my tab.” After two years of working over-time and saving every penny, Washington was still ever-devoted to his film and was finally ready to begin shooting. “ When I told film-industry people that I was just about to start shooting a feature that I was directing, acting in, and producing myself they all thought I was nuts.” Not one to be intimidated, Washington pushed forward and “High School Ripped Me A New One” finally began pre-production.

Shooting
PRE-PRODUCTION

Since the budget was so limited Washington only had a skeleton crew of seven, whom were lead by Dan Schmeltzer, Director of Photography. Washington did everything else himself; he organized the shooting schedule, made sure everyone was fed and whenever possible found free locations. Everything was set to go except for one problem, there was no cast. “The casting dates kept getting pushed back closer to filming, until we were only two weeks away and there was still no cast.” Wires were crossed somewhere and the casting director had thought production would start July 1st, but Washington and the rest of the crew were set to go on June 1st. The casting director bailed.

Washington had only 6 days before filming was scheduled to begin. “It was a blessing in disguise,” Washington realized later “I was able to hand pick a couple of actors I had known for years.” Robert Amacker met with Washington only three days before production. “I hadn’t seen Cameron in years but he explained that he was about to start shooting this movie in three days and he wanted me to play one of the leads.” After reading through the script a few times while drinking many beers Amacker signed on. Washington, originally planning to cast himself as Andrew, now also had Robert Amacker as David, Orlando Macon as Mob Guy Al, and Olee Wade as his Sidekick Joey. With the four leads cast, Washington was ready to begin shooting. “It turned out to be very advantageous for the film to just have the four main characters to shoot for the first few weeks. Once we started shooting the high school scenes with a full cast and tons of extras each day it got really crazy.” 

Each day of shooting proved to be a new challenge since Washington didn’t know for sure where some of actors were going to come from. Finding actors in California wasn’t as easy as it sounded. “One of the first few days of shooting we needed an actor to play the character David’s Dad. I couldn’t get a hold of any actors the night before so that morning Orlando Macon was trying to find someone in Safeway who could play the role.” Cameron shakes his head and laughs, “that scene ended up being one of the funniest in the whole film.” About three weeks into filming, Washington found American Eagle studios in Santa Rosa, CA and the rest of the film was finally cast. 

PRODUCTION

Washington and his small crew essentially lived and worked out of a classic 1984 Dodge Durango van during filming. “That van had everything in it,” recalls Orlando Macon, “the wardrobe, all the grip and lighting stuff and all of the food for the entire set. It was pretty bad. Once when I got my costume for a scene there was part of a moldy taco on it from being stored in the same place.” Washington and his loyal crew even wound up sleeping in the van some nights. Production lasted for about a month and a half. 

LOCATIONS

The film takes place in San Francisco and was shot through-out the Bay Area. The opening montage is a collection of sweeping views of San Jose, Berkeley, Oakland, Sausalito, Sonoma, and San Francisco, all of the beautiful cities that have made the Bay Area famous. The Bear Claw Bakery in Pinole, East of San Francisco served as the “Bakery” and their genius coffee got the cast and crew through many long days. The house scenes were also shot in Pinole and the restaurant and high school scenes were all shot in scorching Santa Rosa. According to Washington, “it got up to 106 degrees some days when we were in Santa Rosa. Luckily someone found a pool on the campus so every day after filming the cast and crew would tear off the clothes and head directly for the pool. It was like summer camp!” 

POST-PRODUCTION
When filming rapped, Washington faced a new battle. “I had huge debts from production. Though I had prepared as much as I could the extra little expenses really added up fast.” But with a bit of tenacity Washington made sure that all of his debts were paid off. Luckily Washington hooked up with a great editor, Christine Corrigan, who had agreed to edit the film in exchange for the editing equipment. The editing process took almost two years to complete due to prerequisite technical issues that resulted in month-long delays. But Washington’s optimism was renewed as he watched his film come to life scene by scene. “Christine and I would laugh so hard at each new scene so I knew we were on the right track.”  

The film was slowly modified and fine-tuned from a rough cut to a final full-length feature product. The addition of a great jazz soundtrack, anchored by Lavay Smith and Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, an eight-piece swinging blues band, brought the film together on a whole new level. The film is rounded out by two hot underground hip hop songs, performed by Binary Star and Reign and by some great original music by Patrick Bowsher. 
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Biographies

Production

Cameron Washington – Writer, Director, Producer  and “ANDREW SLOAN”
With the production of his first feature length film, "High School Ripped Me A New One" newcomer Washington proves that he is a true independent-filmmaker. With no 
budget to speak of Washington produced the entire project himself by holding down 4 jobs at a time, maxing-out credit cards, loans, and the constant support of friends and family.
       

Choosing to bypass film school Washington learned the art of moviemaking from the inside out by actually making a complete film. A Bay Area native, Washington uses the beautiful city of San Francisco and outlying areas as the backdrop for his completely original high school comedy, hoping to contribute to the rejuvenation of film-making in the Bay Area. 


Washington began playing the trumpet at a very young age and has performed with various jazz bands for over ten years. Happily he was able to incorporate his love of jazz music into “High School Ripped Me A New One” giving the film a fresh experience. This passion will also be carried over to his next project "Sex, Drugs and Jazz" slated to begin production during summer 2005 in Paris, France.

Dan Schmeltzer – Director of Photography  

Dan Schmeltzer has shot over 50 projects consisting of features, shorts, music videos, commercials, and documentaries, and is an established fixture on the San Francisco independent film scene. Schmeltzer has also produced commercials for Ford, SBC Pacific Bell and South Korea. His production company, Traveller Film, has been based in San Francisco since 2000. Currently he is finishing the direction of a Flamethrower music video.
Patrick Bowsher –Music and Sound Mix

Patrick Bowsher has been passionately making music since the age of 5. He has studied at Boston’s Berklee College of Music on a 4 year scholarship, London’s School of Audio Engineering, the University of Cape Town’s College of Music, and the Cape Town Film and Video School. Bowsher works as a freelance composer and sound designer and is associate music & audio specialist to San Francisco’s Film Arts Foundation, the city's nerve center for independent film production. He has composed and orchestrated scores in the areas of film, TV and dance and for full orchestras, big bands, choirs and a variety of eclectic ensembles as well as synthesized and sample-based works. Bowsher has also performed concerto works, chamber music and jazz around the world. He holds dual degrees in composition and performance.
Christine Corrigan – Editor

Christine Corrigan graduated with a film and digital media degree from the University of California, Santa Cruz. “High School Ripped Me a New One” was Christine’s first feature film and it nearly ripped her a new one! Christine used her talent, tenacity and penchant for humor, to give birth to this high school caper film. Currently Chris freelances in film production and post –production in San Francisco.  

Actors
Robert Amacker -  “DAVID ARNOLD”

Robert Amacker, age 24, has had extensive training in the performing arts. Amacker joined the Golden Gate Boys Choir when he was just 4 years old, three years earlier than the regularly required age. He has performed in hundreds of concerts throughout the Bay Area as well as on international tours. During high school Amacker played the saxophone in and co-directed a professional Big Band jazz ensemble called the Alley Cats with Cameron Washington.

Amacker’s mother owned a dance and karate studio providing the opportunity for him to learn jazz, tap, ballet, gymnastics, as well as earning a black belt. In addition, he has also performed as Amahl in Amahl and the Night Visitors, and has played several ensemble roles in 42nd Street at the Contra Costa Civic Theater. Amacker continued his performing arts training as a drama major at Diablo Valley College. Multi-faceted, Amacker has studied acting, musical theater, dance, and even the technical aspects behind his chosen profession. Recently Robert was a featured soloist in Diablo Valley College’s production of Smokey Joe’s Café. 

Robert Amacker continues a lifelong love of acting, and he would like to thank his closest friend since the 4th grade, Cameron Washington, for the wonderful opportunity to be in his film, “High School Ripped Me A New One”

Angela Young –    “LIZ CARTER”

Angela graduated from San Francisco State University with a B.A. in Broadcasting. She was most recently scene on NBC’s Fear Factor models edition and hosting an episode of E’s Wild On. This year, she also starred in four independent films including “High School Ripped Me New One” and has been offered three hosting positions on pilot episodes for Internet television. Angela is currently a Bud Girl for San Francisco, making appearances at Forty-Niner games, bar openings, fund-raisers and other special events. Angela was a model for the 7th Annual Hot Rods, Motorcycles and Swimsuit Models Photo Shoot, held in Vacaville, California. In October 2001, she was a finalist/model at Ujena's Bikini Jam 16, in Cancun, Mexico. Angela has appeared in several commercials including ads for Jose Cuervo, Mesa Beverage Company (Corona Girl, Tecate Girl), Apple-Mackintosh and Santa Rosa Chevrolet. Her television credits include appearing as a Video Host on "Reel Reviews” and a Paramount Ring Girl on "WCW Superbrawl."

Orlando Macon  -  “AL”  
Orlando Macon is a true original. Described by many as the “gypsy of the Bay Area,” Orlando will sporadically show up at a theatre and stay just long enough to complete the run of a show. Occasionally Orlando will be found performing complete works of Shakespeare on various street corners at 3am for anyone who cares to listen. Now a much larger audience will be able to appreciate Orlando’s talents on the big screen. Macon is proud to make his screen debut in “High School Ripped Me A New One”.

Olee Wade – “Joey”

Olee Wade learned to fight the old-fashioned way-on the streets, making him a natural for the role of Joey. After several different careers that included being a short-order cook, security guard and a painter Wade became interested in acting and enrolled in the John Casablanca School of Modeling and Acting. He has worked as an extra in numerous movies and was thrilled to be cast in a leading role in “High School Ripped Me A New One”. While he loves the art of acting, painting is still his first passion-though he certainly would love to work with Cameron again on another feature

Joe Senteneri – “Al”

Joe Senteneri has appeared in “American Wedding,” “Bandits”, “Matrix II,” “Matrix III” and “The Animal”. His talents landed him the role of mafia boss Al in “High School Ripped Me A New One”. As exciting as it is to work in film, Joe has continued to perform on stage with The American Dream Theatre. He has extensive T.V. and commercial work to his credit including a stint on NBC’s Boomtown. Joe’s talents don’t end with acting; he has thirty years experience as a professional drummer, sings back up vocals, and (wow!) the man can dance. Joe is a legitimate triple threat!
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